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his commitment to serving the people
of Towa and the United States.

Finally, let me just add that I have
known the Techau family for decades
and I know Mr. Techau personally. He
has even been a running partner of
mine from time to time. He is a man of
fine character and commitment. I be-
lieve he will serve as U.S. attorney
with distinction and honor. I urge my
colleagues to vote yes on this nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Kevin W.
Techau, of Iowa, to be United States
Attorney for the Northern District of
Iowa?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON LUGER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota is now recognized
for 1 minute.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise in support of Andrew Luger. I
thank my colleagues for the work they
have done to make sure Minnesota has
a U.S. attorney in place. I want to par-
ticularly thank Leader REID and Sen-
ator MCCONNELL, the two leaders, for
their work, as well as Senator
FRANKEN. The two of us put together a
nonpartisan recommendation coming
from the committee, and we are very
glad the President took that rec-
ommendation and recommended An-
drew Luger, with his vast criminal
prosecution experience as well as his
civil experience.

I also thank Senator GRASSLEY for
his work as well as Senator CORKER.
Minnesota has gone 2% years without a
full-time U.S. attorney, as our U.S. at-
torney was doing the job as ATF Direc-
tor at the same time, and the over 100
people who work at the U.S. attorney’s
office in Minnesota truly deserve a
leader.

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Andrew
Mark Luger, of Minnesota, to be
United States Attorney for the District
of Minnesota?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON HOBBS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Robert L.
Hobbs, of Texas, to be United States
Marshal for the Eastern District of
Texas?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON BLANKINSHIP NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Gary
Blankinship, of Texas, to be United
States Marshal for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON ROJAS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and
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consent to the nomination of Amos
Rojas, Jr., of Florida, to be United
States Marshal for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON TOBIN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Peter C.
Tobin, of Ohio, to be United States
Marshal for the Southern District of
Ohio?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the President will
now be notified of the Senate’s action.

The motions to reconsider are consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that S. 1963 be returned
to the calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, two nominations
remain to be disposed of.

Mr. REID. Are we in executive ses-
sion?

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume executive session.
VOTE ON GARDNER NOMINATION

Under the previous order, the ques-
tion is, Will the Senate advise and con-
sent to the nomination of Anthony
Luzzatto Gardner, of New York, to be
Representative of the United States of
America to the European Union?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON SHERMAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Robert A. Sherman, of
Massachusetts, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Por-
tuguese Republic?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As with
the previous nominations, the motions
to reconsider are considered made and
laid upon the table, and the President
will be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate now resumes legislative action.
The majority leader.

———

MEASURE RETURNED TO THE
CALENDAR—S. 1963
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that S. 1963 be returned to the cal-
endar.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMPREHENSIVE VETERANS
HEALTH AND BENEFITS AND
MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY

RESTORATION ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to calendar No. 301, S. 1982.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 301, S. 1982, a bill to improve
the provision of medical services and bene-
fits to veterans, and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

———

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE
PRESIDENT

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, as we
leave Washington for about 10 days, I
wish to leave some suggestions in
President Obama’s suggestion box.

There has been a lot of commentary
about income inequality, needing to
raise the minimum wage, needing to
create more jobs, and the President
talked about doing these things with
the stroke of a pen in his office because
of an uncooperative legislative branch.
I want to suggest four things the Presi-
dent himself could do to immediately
initiate job creation, opportunity, and
a more robust economy for the United
States of America.

First, trade promotion authority.
The President said in his remarks in
his State of the Union speech he was
for trade promotion authority. We need
him to get with the Democratic major-
ity in the Senate to bring TPA to the
floor of the Senate.

A history lesson: In the 1990s, a Re-
publican Congress gave Democratic
President Bill Clinton trade promotion
authority for fast track. America’s ex-
ports and imports grew exponentially,
jobs were created, and America became
a robust trading partner around the
world with countries all over the
world. That has expired. We need to
give it to President Obama.

We have three pending opportunities:
The Trans-Pacific Partnership, the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership, and the African Growth
and Opportunity Act, all of which are
pending negotiations between now and
2015, and all of which will generate
jobs, trade, and opportunity for the
United States of America.

Please, Mr. President, demand from
the Senate that you get TPA and you
get it now.

Secondly is Keystone. We have all
heard a lot about Keystone, but I want
to reiterate, now that the State De-
partment has for the fifth time signed
off on the Keystone Pipeline, why are
we denying America the oil and petro-
leum it needs and instead acceding our-
selves to the nation of China?

America has the opportunity to be-
come the most independent energy
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